The Wild Deer- Knowing the Species
Lesson 1
“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1 (NIV)

Life Application
In the world of hunting, it’s hard to beat the heart-pounding excitement of a heavily
racked deer approaching your tree stand. Whether it’s stalking whitetail deer in the
hardwood hills of New England, watching a herd of Elk make its way up a mountain
pass, or the thrill of hunting mule deer or blacktail deer in the mountain west, the reality
is that more people hunt deer than all the other animals combined.
“Know all you can so you can make great decisions when you can” - John Stamper
Deer have been known to thrive in just about any environment and it’s these
environments that determine how deer behave and how they should be hunted.
Similarly, many times we may find ourselves surrounded by diverse group of people
who come from very different backgrounds than us.
Would you take hunting advice from someone who has never been hunting? No way!
So, be careful when forming conclusions about people you have never met. A great
leader, like a great hunter, understands that it is only through interaction that we can
truly understand our friends, family and those around us.

Biblical Application
1 Corinthians 11:1
Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.
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We all need role models, people who have walked the walk before we came along. I
like what Denzel Washington said about this: “I think a role model is a mentor someone you see on a daily basis, and you learn from them.” Parents strive to be role
models, and most of them do a good, though imperfect, job of it. In fact, all role models
are imperfect. All except one, and we all know who that one is—Jesus. Though role
models are imperfect, we still need them. In the verse of Scripture that we are looking
at today, the Apostle Paul made an astounding statement to the Corinthian church:
“Follow my example.” Now the Corinthians knew Paul very well. The Book of Acts tells
us that he had stayed with the Corinthians people for eighteen months after he first
founded their church. I am sure that in those eighteen months the Corinthian people
had seen Paul at moments that were not his very best. All persons, even pastors like
Paul, have their moments of weakness, imperfection, and sin. So, what was Paul
saying here? He was saying, “I am doing my very best to follow Christ, so learn from
me and follow my example.” We all need people in our lives who are attempting to do
that, and who can picture for us what real discipleship is all about. Parents, pastors,
youth pastors, group leaders, teachers are there in large part to say the same thing. “I
am trying to be a disciple of the Lord’s, so learn about that from me.” We need to learn
from those who have gone before us so that we can teach those who come after us.
Find some examples of disciples, disciples from whom you can also learn to be a
disciple.

How To
There are 58 species of deer all around the world. Common Descriptions include: Male
= Buck, Stag, Bull, or Hart; Female = Doe, Cow or Hind; A young deer is called a fawn,
calf or kid. There are four major species of deer hunted in North America.
Whitetail Deer – The Whitetail deer boasts the largest range of all deer species in
North America. They can be found almost everywhere east of the Rocky Mountains.
These deer feature a distinctive white tail and an uncanny sense of smell; for most
North America hunting, whitetail is the pinnacle of the hunting experience. There is an
estimated thirty million white tail deer in North America right now.
Blacktail Deer – The Blacktail deer can be found in the hardwood forests of the North
Pacific. It is the smallest species of deer in North America and has the smallest
population of the North American species of deer.
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Mule Deer – The Mule deer is the largest bodied deer of the Whitetail and Blacktail. The
Mule deer can be found around the Rocky’s region and west from that point. It was
given the name because of its ears that stick out like that of a mule. There are about 1.2
million Mule deer in North America and half of those live in Colorado.
Elk – Is the largest species of the entire Deer family. Elk can be found mostly in the
rocky mountain states.

Did You Get It?
1. What impacts the way we hunt deer?
Deer environments and behavior.
2. How many species are there of deer?
Four.
3. How many whitetail deer live in North America?
An estimated 30 million.
4. What is a unique distinction with the Mule Deer?
Ears that stick out like that of a mule.
5. Why do we need role models?
When you are learning to hunt deer, you have to go with people who have done it
before. You cannot just buy a license to hunt, grab a rifle, and go off to get your
game. You have to go with people who have done it, and, preferably, with people
who have done it many times so that they can show us everything that it is necessary
to know about safety, stalking, patience, caring for our own needs, and taking the
right shot. We need to have people who have walked the walk before us. This is
every bit as important in everyday life, whether we are talking about our education,
our dating life, our relationship with friends, or our spiritual walk. We need examples.
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Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make sure that you
have all the necessary elements available to insure you are properly teaching this
section. Make sure you reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in
our sport. Having them participate will have a significant impact on their overall
experience of your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Help students identify the species of deer through pictures.

2. Platinum: Have students fill in a map of the US using different colors
to mark the ranges of the four species of deer. Test their
knowledge to see if they can determine the species name
based on the description.
3. Titanium: You could invite a local conservationist or hunter to
describe the species of local deer along with helping
students understand what is needed to preserve their
habitat.
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Lesson #1

There are 58 species of deer all
around the world. !

LEARN It?

!

Would you take hunting advice from someone who has
never been hunting? No way!
So, be careful when forming
conclusions about people you
have never met. A great leader,
like a great hunter, understands
that it is only through interaction
that we can truly understand our
friends, family and those around
us. !

Deer have been known to thrive in just about any
environment and it’s these environments that determine
how deer behave and how they should be hunted.
Similarly, many times we may find ourselves surrounded by
diverse group of people who come from very different
backgrounds than us. !

“Know all you can so you can make great decisions when
you can” - John Stamper"

In the world of hunting, it’s hard to beat the heart-pounding
excitement of a heavily racked deer approaching your tree
stand. Whether it’s stalking whitetail deer in the hardwood
hills of New England, watching a herd of Elk make its way
up a mountain pass, or the thrill of hunting mule deer or
blacktail deer in the mountain west, the reality is that more
people hunt deer than all the other animals combined.!

!
Life Application
!

!

“Follow my example, as I follow the example of
Christ.” 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NIV)

The Wild Deer

!

5. Why do we need role models?
__________________________________________________

4. What is a unique distinction with the Mule Deer?
__________________________________________________!

3. How many whitetail deer live in North America?
__________________________________________________!

2. How many species are there of deer?
__________________________________________________!

1. What impacts the way we hunt deer?
__________________________________________________!

Did You Get It?

Elk – Is the largest species of the entire Deer family. Elk can be
found mostly in the rocky mountain states.!

Mule Deer – The Mule deer is the largest
bodied deer of the Whitetail and Blacktail.
The Mule deer can be found around the
Rocky’s region and west from that point. It
was given the name because of its ears
that stick out like that of a mule. There are
about 1.2 million Mule deer in North
America and half of those live in Colorado.!

Blacktail Deer – The Blacktail deer can be found in the
hardwood forests of the North Pacific. It is the smallest species
of deer in North America and has the smallest population of the
North American species of deer. !

Whitetail Deer – The Whitetail deer boasts the largest range of
all deer species in North America. They can be found almost
everywhere east of the Rocky Mountains. These deer feature a
distinctive white tail and an uncanny sense of smell; for most
North America hunting, whitetail is the pinnacle of the hunting
experience. There is an estimated thirty million white tail deer in
North America right now.!

Common Descriptions include: Male = Buck, Stag, Bull, or Hart; Female
= Doe, Cow or Hind; A young deer is called a fawn, calf or kid. There
are four major species of deer hunted in North America.!

Lesson # 1

Be Legal
Lesson 2

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law…” Matthew 5:17a (NIV)

Life Application
As deer hunting continues to grow in popularity the number of hunters competing for
prized hunting areas grows, too. In fact, over five million deer hunting licenses are sold
every year in North America. Approximately 2.6 million of these are just for the modern
firearm season! The potential for injury is higher than ever. This is why local and federal
agencies work diligently to educate hunters and enforce laws.

“Obedience to lawful authority is the foundation of character.”
- Robert E. Lee
Nobody enjoys being told what to do, but all can agree that laws and rules are
necessary to society. Imagine what opening day of deer season would look like if there
were no rules or guidelines for the 5 million people looking to hunt deer. The same
principle applies in life. We need to understand that rules and laws that govern our
society are there to protect us.

Biblical Application
Matthew 5:17-20
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not
the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the
Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least
of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom
of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in
the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of
heaven.
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The words in Matthew 5 come from Jesus. They are part of his longest sermon
recorded in the New Testament, a sermon called “The Sermon on the Mount.” This
sermon sets out Jesus’ most basic teachings about what the Christian life is all about.
After he said some words about what the mature Christian life looks like (the
Beatitudes), he taught that we are to be salt and light in this world, and then, in these
words we have quoted, he made it clear that he did not come to do away with the law
that is found in the Old Testament. We know, of course, that we are not saved from our
sin by attempting to keep the law or being good persons. Some time ago people wore
bracelets that said “WWJD.” The idea was that if you wanted to know the right thing to
do in any situation, ask the question, “What Would Jesus Do?” There is nothing wrong
with asking that question, of course, though in some situations we might not figure out
the answer. I mean, would Jesus but Mavericks season tickets or Spurs? We are not
saved by asking the WWJD question. We are saved by believing in Jesus. But that
does not mean that the teachings about morality and ethics found throughout the Bible
are no longer to be applied to us. Some Christians seem to think that because they are
saved by grace through faith, the moral teachings of Scripture are not meant for
Christian people. They think that these teachings were only meant for the Hebrew or
Jewish people of the Old Testament. Surely we are not saved by trying to be good, but
saved people will want to please the Lord with their lives, and the moral teaching of
Scripture tells us how we can do that.

How to
Each state and county has rules and regulations regarding hunting and trapping. It is
the job of the hunter to know all the rules for his or her particular area. This includes
taking a hunter’s safety course and obtaining the licenses needed for each particular
season and animal.
Each state has additional laws that apply to owning and possessing firearms. Again, it’s
the hunter’s job to know these rules and abide by them as well. Failure to do so can
result in serious a fine, imprisonment, or even worse: physical injury, or death. Be sure
to understand your state’s regulations regarding ownership, use, and possession of a
firearm.
The best way to learn all the laws and how to adhere to them is to find a hunting mentor.
Naturally, a hunting mentor is someone who has been hunting for a while and you trust
their judgment. There is no substitution for time in the field with a seasoned hunter. At
SOE, we require all field staff to mentor the next generation of hunters because we
believe in being safe, being legal, and training the next generation.
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Did You Get It?
1. How many hunting licenses are sold for deer hunting in North America each year?
Over five million.
2. Why is it important to follow the rules?
It is always important to know what is allowed and not allowed in hunting. Each state
has a series of laws that they have passed that govern such things as who can get a
deer license, where people can and cannot hunt, as well as safety laws to protect
people’s lives. God has also given us specific instructions in the Bible about what is
right and what is wrong in our relationship to God. That is not to say that the Bib le is a
rule-book; it is much more than that. It does, however, spell out the boundaries of right
and wrong, and we will be happier and healthier if we pay attention to that.
3. What is the best way to learn all the laws?
By finding a hunting mentor.
4. Who are some people that could be your hunting mentor?
Friends, relatives, SOE field staff.
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Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make sure that you
have all the necessary elements available to insure you are properly teaching this
section. Make sure you reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in
our sport. Having them participate will have a significant impact on their overall
experience of your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Show and briefly talk through the annual hunting/ fishing
guide for your state. Be sure to give the students plenty of
time for Q&A.

2. Platinum: Divide the students into teams and have them create and
present a brief skit demonstrating various hunter safety
topics.
3. Titanium: Bring in a game warden or member of your state’s wildlife
agency to discuss safety in the field as well as some of the
rules and regulations pertaining to your state.
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Lesson # 2

!

Each state and county has
rules and regulations
regarding hunting and
trapping. It is the job of
the hunter to know all the
rules for his or her particular
area. This includes taking a hunter’s safety!

Learn It!

!
!
!

Nobody enjoys being told what to do, but all can agree that
laws and rules are necessary to society. Imagine what
opening day of deer season would look like if there were
no rules or guidelines for the 5 million people looking to
hunt deer. The same principle applies in life. We need to
understand that rules and laws that govern our society are
there to protect us.!

!

“Obedience to lawful authority is the foundation of
character.”!
- Robert E. Lee!

!

As deer hunting continues to grow in popularity the number
of hunters competing for prized hunting areas grows, too.
In fact, over five million deer hunting licenses are sold
every year in North America. Approximately 2.6 million of
these are just for the modern firearm season! The potential
for injury is higher than ever. This is why local and federal
agencies work diligently to educate hunters and enforce
laws.!

!

Life Application

!

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law…”
Matthew 5:17a (NIV)!

Be Legal
!

4. Who are some people that could be your hunting mentor?
__________________________________________________!

3. What is the best way to learn all the laws?
__________________________________________________!

2. Why is it important to follow the rules?
__________________________________________________!

1. How many hunting licenses are sold for deer hunting in North
America each year?
__________________________________________________!

Did You Get It?!

!
!

!

The best way to learn all the laws and how to adhere to
them is to find a hunting mentor. Naturally, a hunting
mentor is someone who has been hunting for a while and
you trust their judgment. There is no substitution for time in
the field with a seasoned hunter. At SOE, we require all
field staff to mentor the next generation of hunters because
we believe in being safe, being legal, and training the next
generation.!

!

Each state has additional laws that apply to owning and
possessing firearms. Again, it’s the hunter’s job to know
these rules and abide by them as well. Failure to do so
can result in serious a fine, imprisonment, or even worse:
physical injury, or death. Be sure to understand your state’s
regulations regarding ownership, use, and possession of a
firearm. !

course and obtaining the licenses needed for each particular
season and animal. !

Lesson # 2

Property and Location
Lesson 3

“This is the message we have heard from him…” 1 John 1:5-7 (NIV)

Life Application
The old adage of being in the right place at the right time is true in deer hunting. Every
hunter wants to be at exactly the right spot, at the exactly the right range, with exactly
the right shot to take their trophy deer. With proper scouting and preparation you can
nudge the odds a bit more in your favor.

“The two most important requirements for major success are:
first, being in the right place at the right time, and second,
doing something about it.”
- Ray Kroc
Have you ever heard the saying “timing is everything”? All desire to be at the right place
at the right time, but just like in deer hunting, proper planning and execution are key to
realizing goals and dreams. Whether it is a spot on the basketball team, a scholarship to
your favorite college, or saving up for a new car preparation and planning are key to
realizing goals!
We have all heard it before: location, location, location. Never is this more true than in
deer hunting. Hunting in the right spot is key to seeing deer and potentially landing a
trophy of a lifetime. These locations could be several areas depending on time of year,
food availability, weather and many other things.
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Biblical Application
1 John 1:5-7
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him
there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us
from all sin.

Poet Robert Frost wrote, “Two roads diverged in a wood and I, I chose the one less
travelled by, and that has made all the difference.” Life is a journey, or, as John put it in
our Bible passage, a walk. You can walk anywhere. North, south, east or west, and all
points in between lie before you. But in your spiritual life it is important that you walk the
right path and that you walk it in the right way. That does not mean that every serious
Christian will have to be in the ministry as a pastor or Sunday School teacher or
something like that. Every Christian, though, needs to walk in the light. What does that
mean? John actually unfolds that meaning throughout the rest of his letter. Light is
God’s sphere, it is his nature. The world lies in darkness, as John states in John 1:5.
That means that it is hiding itself from the truth and that it wishes to conceal the true
nature of its activities. Some of us have lived (especially in college days) in older
apartment complexes where some of the residents do not keep a clean house, and
cockroaches sometimes infest those buildings, often winding up even in apartments that
are kept clean. If you wake up in the middle of the night and go into the kitchen, when
you turn on the light the roaches scatter. Why? Because they hate the light. Christians
should love the light of God’s truth; they should follow the teachings of God’s Word; they
should love others; they should confess their sins to God daily; they should love Jesus
and serve him. These are all things that John teaches in his little letter about walking in
the light. In your spiritual life, everything depends on where you are and where you are
going—what path you are on. Walk with the Lord.
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How To
Here are several steps to help you find the best location and property to increase
the probability of a successful deer hunt.
1. Do your homework. Learn all you can about the property you will be hunting.
This includes getting aerial photos or making a personal own map of the land.
2. Note all food, bedding and water locations on the maps and determine the
movement patterns of the deer to each of these locations.
3. Talk to people. Chances are the neighbors and wildlife authorities will provide
helpful insight about the deer movement on the property.
Try to get an overall picture of the property in your mind. You will be able to
adjust your location if the wind shifts or if there are other factors that will hurt your
chances of seeing deer.

Did You Get It?
1. What is a “location” in deer hunting?
Location refers to the strategic place where a deer hunter sets up his/ her
tree stand, ground blind, etc.
2.What are some things that can effect your location while deer hunting? Time of
year, Available food, weather, etc.
3. What should you note on your maps of your property?
Food sources, bedding areas, water sources, possible trails and routes for
deer movement.
4. Location, location, location: Just where are you and where are you going?
In hunting deer you have to be in the right spot. You have to know what the deer
know, such as where will they find food, how will the weather affect them in
certain places compared to others. In your spiritual life you also have to walk in
the right way. Walk in the light. Read God’s Word every day. Realize that your
spiritual location is very crucial to your success in life.

—EDUCATION—MENTORSHIP—OUTREACH—

3

Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make sure that you
have all the necessary elements available to insure you are properly teaching this
section. Make sure you reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in
our sport. Having them participate will have a significant impact on their overall
experience of your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Show students a topographical map of a possible deer
hunting area and identify the following: food plots, water
sources, possible bedding areas, terrain features that might
impact deer movement
(e.g. funnels, draws, drainage areas, etc.)

2. Platinum: Bring in one or several of the following and demonstrate
their setup and take down: climbing tree stand, ladder
stand, ground blind, etc. Discuss safety concerns with
each.
3. Titanium: Take your students to a piece of land and walk around
noting the terrain features that would likely impact deer
movement. Have the students tell where they would likely
set up their hunting position and explain why.
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Lesson # 3

!

“The two most important requirements for major success
are: first, being in the right place at the right time, and
second, doing something about it.” - Ray Kroc!

!
!

We have all heard it before: location, location, location.
Never is this more true than in deer hunting. Hunting in the
right spot is key to seeing deer and potentially landing a
trophy of a lifetime. These locations could be several areas
depending on time of year, food availability, weather and
many other things.!

!

Have you ever heard
the saying “timing is
everything”? All desire
to be at the right place
at the right time, but
just like in deer
hunting, proper
planning and execution
are key to realizing
goals and dreams.
Whether it is a spot on
the basketball team, a scholarship to your favorite college,
or saving up for a new car preparation and planning are
key to realizing goals!!

!

The old adage of being in the right place at the right time is
true in deer hunting. Every hunter wants to be at exactly
the right spot, at the exactly the right range, with exactly
the right shot to take their trophy deer. With proper
scouting and preparation you can nudge the odds a bit
more in your favor. !

!

Life Application

1 John 1:5a (NIV)

“This is the message we have heard from him…”

Property and Location

4. Location, location, location: just where are you and where are
you going?
________________________________________________!

3. What should you note on your maps of your property?
________________________________________________!

2.What are some things that can effect your location while deer
hunting?
________________________________________________!

1. What is a “location” in deer hunting?
________________________________________________

Did You Get It?!

!

Try to get an overall picture of the property in your mind.
You will be able to adjust your location if the wind shifts or
if there are other factors that will hurt your chances of
seeing deer.!

!

1.! Do your homework. Learn all you can about the
property you will be hunting. This includes getting aerial
photos or making a personal own map of the land.!
2.! Note all food, bedding and water locations on the maps
and determine the movement patterns of the deer to
each of these locations.!
3.! Talk to people. Chances are the neighbors and wildlife
authorities will provide helpful insight about the deer
movement on the property.!

!

Here are several steps to help you find the best location
and property to increase the probability of a successful
deer hunt.!

!

How To

Lesson # 3

Scouting
Lesson 4
“That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,”
Psalm 1:3a (NIV)

Life Application
Scouting is a military word that simply means: “to go before and gather information.” If
you think about it, we “scout” many things in life before making a decision. Whether it’s
researching the best cell phone, the newest video game or even buying a car doing
research beforehand is one key to making a successful decision. This is true both in life
and in deer hunting.
“As a general rule, the most successful man in life is the man who has
the best information.” - Benjamin Disraeli
As you mature, scouting will pertain to much bigger things than cell phones or video
games. Important decisions such as whom to marry and which career path to take will
require careful consideration and thought. In deer hunting, the scouting you conduct
before the actual hunt begins is crucial to knowing where to hunt, when to hunt, and
what to hunt!

Biblical Application
Psalm 1:1-3
Blessed is the one
who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
and who meditates on his law day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither—
whatever they do prospers.
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This Psalm is one of the great Psalms that teaches us the importance of knowing God’s
Word and knowing it deeply. It is no accident that this is the very first Psalm in the
collection of Psalms. It sets the tone for all of the rest. This Psalm invites the reader (or
hearer) to walk with God by delighting in his law, that is, by delighting in the Bible.
When this Psalm was written the only part of the Bible that existed were the five books
of Moses that are now at the beginning of our Bibles. Now the Scriptures are much
larger. For some people, the Bible almost seems like too big of a book. A Christian
once said, “The Bible to me is like a big, closed library.” Be patient. Learning your war
around the Bible is a lifetime task. No one knows it as well as he or she would like to.
Think of Scripture as a planet to be explored, as a series of mysteries to be solved.
Scout the Scripture as you would scout for game that you are hunting. There are 1,189
chapters in the Bible. If you read just four chapters a day you could finish it in less than
a year. Don’t just start at the beginning; make a plan. You can go online and finding
different methods for doing that. If you are tech savvy, download a Bible to your tablet
or smart-phone; but have a paper one at your desk also so that you can underline
important teachings and so that you can take notes in the margins. Get a Bible
dictionary to help you understand certain words, and a one-volume commentary to help
you with the hard parts. (And believe me, there are hard parts!) Read all of it. A. W.
Tozer, a famous pastor, once said, “It takes a whole Bible to make a whole Christian.”

How To
In deer hunting, scouting is crucial to a successful hunt because it helps you decide the
location, the time, the deer and even if you will hunt. Let’s face it, no one wants to get up
early in the morning, waste money on unneeded supplies, or even waste a full day’s
worth of hunting for the chance of never seeing a deer. Properly scouting an area can
help significantly increase your percentages of harvesting a trophy buck.
Follow these next steps to help you understand a few basics in scouting:
1. Walk the boundary lines of the property to become familiar with it and look for signs
of deer: droppings, rubs, scrapes, food and water locations.
2. View open fields with binoculars looking for the deer and pattern their arrival and
departure of certain fields or food plots.
3. Set up game and trial cameras in high traffic areas or around a pond or a food
source.
4. Know the seasons and times that a deer will be more active: bachelor groups early
season, rut, new moons, etc.

—EDUCATION—MENTORSHIP—OUTREACH—

2

Did You Get It?
To be a successful deer hunter you have to learn to scout, to understand terrain, you
have to do your homework. To be a successful Christian you have to scout out God’s
Word. Treat getting to know the Bible like it were a very important part of your life—
because it is.
1. What is scouting?
Scouting simply means “to go before and gather information.”
2.Why is scouting important?
Thorough scouting is key to making successful decisions.
3. Name one scouting tip.
1.) Become familiar with the property you are hunting by walking the boundary
lines and carefully noting what you see.
2.) Observe open fields with binoculars.
3.) Set up game cameras.
4. How do we “scout” in life?
Seeking advice/ wisdom from others, reading, studying, etc.
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Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make sure that you
have all the necessary elements available to insure you are properly teaching this
section. Make sure you reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in
our sport. Having them participate will have a significant impact on their overall
experience of your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Show the students an aerial map of a deer hunting property
and have the students discuss what techniques they might
employ in scouting the property.

2. Platinum: Bring in one or several of the following and discuss/
demonstrate its usage and role in proper scouting:
binoculars, game camera, topographical or aerial map, etc.
You can even bring in antler sheds and/or pictures of
scrapes, rubs, scat, deer footprints, etc.
3. Titanium: Take your students out to a piece of land and demonstrate
scouting techniques. Look for evidence of deer (sheds,
scrapes, rubs, scat, footprints, etc.)
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Lesson # 4

“As a general rule, the most successful man in life is the
man who has the best information.” - Benjamin Disraeli!

!

In deer hunting, scouting is
crucial to a successful hunt because it helps you decide
the location, the time, the deer and even if you will hunt.
Let’s face it, no one wants to get up early in the morning,
waste money on unneeded supplies, or even waste a full
day’s worth of hunting for the chance of never seeing a
deer. Properly scouting an area!

Learn It!!

!

As you mature, scouting will pertain to much bigger things
than cell phones or video
games. Important decisions
such as whom to marry and
which career path to take will
require careful consideration
and thought. In deer hunting,
the scouting you conduct
before the actual hunt begins
is crucial to knowing where to
hunt, when to hunt, and what
to hunt! !

!

!

Scouting is a military word that simply means: “to go before
and gather information.” If you think about it, we “scout”
many things in life before making a decision. Whether it’s
researching the best cell phone, the newest video game or
even buying a car doing research beforehand is one key to
making a successful decision. This is true both in life and in
deer hunting.!

!
Life Application
!

“That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,”
Psalm 1:3a (NIV)!

Scouting
!

4. How do we scout for our life?
__________________________________________________!

3. Name one scouting tip.
__________________________________________________!

2.Why is scouting important?
__________________________________________________!

1. What is scouting?
__________________________________________________!

Did You Get It?!

!
!
!
!
!

1.! Walk the boundary lines of the property to become
familiar with it and look for signs of deer: droppings,
rubs, scrapes, food and water locations.!
2.! View open fields with binoculars looking for the deer
and pattern their arrival and departure of certain fields
or food plots.!
3.! Set up game and trial cameras in high traffic areas or
around a pond or a food source.!
Know the seasons and times that a deer will be more
active: bachelor groups early season, rut, new moons, etc.

!

Follow these next steps to help you understand a few
basics in scouting:!

can help significantly increase your percentages of
harvesting a trophy buck.!

Lesson # 4

Food Plots and Baiting
Lesson 5

“It has no commander, no overseer or ruler,” Proverbs 6:7 (NIV)

Life Application
Baiting and setting food plots is about preparing for deer season well before it
begins. When done correctly, this prep work improves the quality and health of
the deer population. Food plots and baiting stations take months of cultivation
but they can help your chance of having that one special minute in the stand
when you are looking at a trophy fair chase deer. Months of hard work and
being prepared always pay off in the long run in deer hunting...and in life.
“Always be prepared to start.” - Joe Montana
Great leaders prepare for everything they do. While they may not know every
detail, they are prepared for the task at hand as well as unforeseen
circumstances. People who go through life preparing and planning for
possibilities will always be ready to give an appropriate answer or even take the
lead when needed. Unpreparedness is a dead giveaway that a person does not
care, or does not know what is going on! Do you want to achieve success in
every area of life? Learn to be prepared.

Biblical Application
Proverbs 6:6-8
Go to the ant, you sluggard;
consider its ways and be wise!
It has no commander,
no overseer or ruler,
yet it stores its provisions in summer
and gathers its food at harvest.
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In the Lion King Scar teaches the hyenas to sing “Be Prepared.” Of course, he is
talking about being prepared for Mufasa’s death, which he anticipates, and after
which he will be the new Lion King. But the lesson is still there—be prepared for
what life brings. You do not know what life will bring, but be prepared for
whatever does happen. The passage in Proverbs 6 is a favorite for many people
for several reasons. One, it uses the lowly ant as a lesson in life. No one thinks
much about ants, unless you find yourself sitting in a fire ant anthill! But Solomon
points out that they are always working, and he is right! Ants don’t take breaks.
Then there is the rather rude-sounding, “you sluggard.” Our English word
“sluggard” comes from the word “slug,” a small worm-like creature that seems
hardly even to move. What he is saying here is, “Do your homework,” or “Don’t
be lazy,” or “Always be prepared.” Certainly there is a time for relaxing, but not
before the work is done. Most of the wealthiest people in the world are also
some of the most energetic and busy. (Unless you inherited your money from a
rich uncle!) Paul says something similar in 2 Timothy 2:15: “Be diligent to
present yourself approved unto God.” Notice that this proverb also says that the
ant stores its provision in summer so that it will have plenty when the hard winter
sets in. Work hard when you are young. There is an old saying that many of our
dads (or moms) taught us: Pay now, play later. That is a modern proverb, maybe
not quite as good as Solomon’s (at least, it never got into the Bible), but worth
remembering.

How To
Food plots and baiting stations are a great way to attract and keep deer around
your location while giving them the nutrition and minerals their bodies need to
grow and mature. Different states have different rules regarding where and how
you can hunt over these areas so always check your state laws before setting up
your hunting location(s). 	
  	
  
Here are a couple of easy steps to have your own food plots.
1. Find a small piece of land that is manageable with good soil. (You can
normally take a soil sample to your local farm store and they will test the
chemicals and levels for you.)
2. In the spring, kill all the weeds when they are about 10-12” tall with a spray
weed killer. Repeat this process a month later, leaving all the weeds to die in
place.
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3. In late July or early August remove all the weeds, break up the soil, and add
lime to help plant growth.
4. Sow the seeds, making sure to evenly and thoroughly spread all seeds over
the broken area.
5. Hang your stands and develop your shooting lanes, while not stepping foot
onto the food plot until hunting season.

Did You Get It?
1. What are the three things that baiting and food plots take?
Months of cultivation
2. How is unpreparedness perceived to others?
That a person doesn’t know what’s going on, doesn’t care what’s going on.
3. What months should you remove the weeds, break up the soil and add lime?
Typically July – August.
4. Why is preparation so important?
In deer hunting, if you are not getting yourself and your gear ready weeks in
advance, you simply will not be ready when the time comes. The same is true in
life. Many people in their thirties and forties wished that they had gone to college
right out of high school. It is simply much harder to do when you have a family
and you have to work full-time to provide for them. Also, many Christians in their
later years wished that they had been more faithful in serving the Lord in their
younger years, learning the lessons of preparation and faithfulness early in life.

—EDUCATION—MENTORSHIP—OUTREACH—

3

Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make certain
that all the necessary elements are available to properly teach this section. Make
sure to reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in our sport.
Their participation will have a significant impact on their overall experience of
your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Use photos to help students identify various food
sources for deer.

2. Platinum: Bring in examples of the different sources of food for
students to look at and feel (e.g. acorns, oats, corn,
etc.)
3. Titanium: Bring in a landowner or experienced hunter to talk
about the importance of establishing quality food
plots and what is involved when cultivating long-term
food sources for deer.
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Lesson # 5

“Always be prepared to start.” - Joe Montana!

Food plots and baiting stations are a great way to attract and
keep deer around your location while giving them the nutrition and

learn it

	
  	
  

Great leaders prepare for everything they do. While they
may not know every detail, they are prepared for the task
at hand as well as unforeseen circumstances. People who
go through life preparing and
planning for possibilities will
always be ready to give an
appropriate answer or even take
the lead when needed.
Unpreparedness is a dead
giveaway that a person does not
care, or does not know what is
going on! Do you want to achieve
success in every area of life?
Learn to be prepared.!

!

Baiting and setting food plots is about preparing for deer
season well before it begins. When done correctly, this
prep work improves the quality and health of the deer
population. Food plots and baiting stations take months of
cultivation but they can help your chance of having that
one special minute in the stand when you are looking at a
trophy fair chase deer. Months of hard work and being
prepared always pay oﬀ in the long run in deer
hunting...and in life.

!
Life Application
!

“It has no commander, no overseer or ruler,…”
Proverbs 6:7 (NIV)

Food Plots and Baiting

4. Why is preparation so important?
__________________________________________________!

3. What months should you removed the weeds, break up the
soil and add lime?
__________________________________________________!

2. How is unpreparedness perceived by others?
__________________________________________________!

1. What are the three things that baiting and food plots take?
__________________________________________________!

!
Did You Get It?
!

1.! Find a small piece of land that is manageable with good
soil. (You can normally take a soil sample to your local
farm store and they will test the chemicals and levels
for you.)!
2.! In the spring, kill all the weeds when they are about
10-12” tall with a spray weed killer. Repeat this process
a month later, leaving all the weeds to die in place.!
3.! In late July or early August remove all the weeds, break
up the soil, and add lime to help plant growth.!
4.! Sow the seeds, making sure to evenly and thoroughly
spread all seeds over the broken
area.!
5.! Hang your stands and develop
your shooting lanes, while not
stepping foot onto the food plot
until hunting season.!

!

Here are a couple of easy steps to have your own food
plots.!

minerals their bodies need to grow and mature. Different
states have different rules regarding where and how you
can hunt over these areas so always check your state laws
before setting up your hunting location(s). 	
  

Lesson # 5

Equipment
Lesson 6

“Put on the full armor of God…” Ephesians 6:11a (NIV)

Life Application
Having the right equipment is vital to getting a job done right. Understanding
beforehand which tools, expertise and experience is needed to successfully complete
a task is the sign of a great leader.
“You cannot expect what you do not inspect.” – John Stamper
Every company relies on its equipment to keep production rolling and business moving
forward. Some businesses have specialized employees, inspectors, to check on the
equipment and repair/ replace parts as needed. The same applies in deer hunting.
Every time you get out a bow or firearm it should be inspected. Look over the entire
weapon and its pieces to make sure it is ready to be fired down range.

Biblical Application
Ephesians 6:10-18
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so
that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may
be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm
then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.
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In deer hunting you have equipment, the most important of which are firearms (or
bow/crossbow) and ammunition. You can’t hunt without them, at least, not very well!
The Christian also has equipment, equipment for engaging in the successful Christian
experience. We could probably find discussions of that in several passages but one of
the most important ones is found in Ephesians 6 where Paul discusses the Christian’s
armor. These items in the Christian armor are taken from something that Paul and all
Roman citizens would have been very familiar with—the equipment of a Roman soldier.
Paul then teaches that Christians have a battle to wage, a battle against “authorities
and powers,” that is, against evil spiritual forces. There is a real devil and he is aided
by real demons. These are not funny little men in red tights with horns and a pitchfork;
they are spirits (that is, they are unseen), but they are as real and personal as you and
me. They tempt us. They attempt to make us depressed by whispering to our minds
that we are no good, that God does not care for us, and that we will never amount to
anything. So, God has given us spiritual armor to defend ourselves against these
spiritual foes. What is our equipment? Let’s run down the list. We have a belt of truth
(vs. 14). This was more than a belt; it was a kind of girdle that kept the armor all in
place. Our belt of truth is the truth that God loves us and sent Jesus to die for us. We
have a breastplate of righteousness (14), that is, the righteousness of Christ. Even
when we fail and sin, God sees us clothed in the righteousness of his Son. So, don’t
listen to the demons who taunt you when you fail. On our feet are the sandals of peace
(15). The Roman soldier wore sandals that had cleats on the bottom, so that they were
both light to wear and also had great traction. What makes us able to stand firm? The
“gospel of peace” gives us traction. Then we have the “shield of faith” (16) with which
we can extinguish the “flaming arrows of the evil one.” That is, when demons assault
us, we trust the Lord that he will enable us to win the battle. We also have a helmet of
salvation and the sword of the Spirit (17). The helmet of salvation covers our heads to
keep the enemy from infusing us with constant doubts about our faith. Paul then tells
us what the sword of the Spirit is—the Word of God. As we have talked about before,
the major weapon the Christian has to win the spiritual battle is daily reading of
Scripture. Finally in verse 18 he says that we should use our equipment, constantly
praying that God would make us strong.
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How To
In any sport or hobby, you are only as good as your equipment. Like everything else,
deer hunting requires the participant to know the rules, safeties and proper usage of
his/ her equipment. Intimate knowledge of the equipment is important in order to
evaluate its condition and determine if it is in need of repair.
There are four main pieces of deer hunting equipment (Don’t forget to check with your
state laws to check availability of the use of these weapons during certain seasons.)
Check out the next page for a list and brief description of equipment needed.
1. Rifle = a firearm that is designed to be shot from the shoulder shooting a bullet in a
spiral spin which causes the bullet to travel farther. A rifle is the preferred piece of
equipment when distance is needed.
2. Shotgun = a firearm that is designed to be shot from the shoulder in a larger bore
firearm causing the bullet (aka “slug”) to go a shorter distance. The shotguns used for
deer hunting are usually “rifled” or have a slight spin inside the barrel to improve
distance and accuracy to the slug.
3. Bow/Crossbow = the bow or crossbow is both made from a curved support with a
string stretched across it to shoot an arrow or type of sharp projectile. In most states
the bow/crossbow has the longest season, but are usually the most difficult because of
the need for a close range shot.
4. Black powder = a firearm that does not contain everything for a shot within the shell
or round, but must have small gunpowder to initiate the process. The main difference
in this firearm from the rifle or shotgun is that the flash (explosion) is open so that the
shooter sees all the smoke of the combustion of the bullet leaving the gun.
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Did You Get It?
1. What are the 4 types of equipment to use while deer hunting?
Rifle, Shotgun, Bow/ Crossbow, Black powder.
2. What piece of equipment does not shoot a bullet?
Bow/ Crossbow.

3. What is more important than equipment?
Understanding beforehand which tools, expertise and experience is need to
successfully complete a task.
4. Why is it important to have the right equipment?
Anyone who has done much fishing or hunting has found themselves at some point
hunting in their truck or tackle box for something they need, only to realize that they do
not have it with them. That can mess up what would otherwise have been a great
outing. Because we have a spiritual enemy to fight every day, we need our spiritual
equipment. We need to “suit up” and grab our weapon for the sake of our own spiritual
battle.
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Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make sure that you
have all the necessary elements available to insure you are properly teaching this
section. Make sure you reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in
our sport. Having them participate will have a significant impact on their overall
experience of your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Help students identify the four different types of deer
hunting equipment through pictures.

2. Platinum: In a safe environment, show the students examples of the
four different types of hunting firearms and discuss proper
safety.
3. Titanium: In a safe and controlled environment set up a range session
and demonstrate proper safety usage and technique of the
firearms. If possible, give each student a turn at shooting
one or more of the equipment.
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Lesson #6

1. Rifle = a firearm that is designed to be shot from the shoulder
shooting a bullet in a spiral spin which causes the bullet to travel

!

There are four main pieces of deer hunting equipment (Don’t
forget to check with your state laws to check availability of the
use of these weapons during certain seasons.) Check out the
next page for a list and brief description of equipment needed.

!

In any sport or hobby, you are only as
good as your equipment. Like everything
else, deer hunting requires the participant to
know the rules, safeties and proper usage of his/
her equipment. Intimate knowledge of the equipment is important
in order to evaluate its condition and determine if it is in need of
repair.!

!
Learn It?
!

Every company relies on its equipment to keep production rolling
and business moving forward. Some businesses have
specialized employees, inspectors, to check on the equipment
and repair/ replace parts as needed. The same applies in deer
hunting. Every time you get out a bow or firearm it should be
inspected. Look over the entire weapon and its pieces to make
sure it is ready to be fired down range.

!

“You cannot expect what you do not inspect.” – John Stamper

!

Having the right equipment is vital to getting a job done right.
Understanding beforehand which tools, expertise and
experience is needed to successfully complete a task is the sign
of a great leader.

!
Life Application
!

“Put on the full armor of God…” Ephesians 6:11a (NIV)

EQUIPMENT
!

!

4. Why is it important to have the right equipment?
__________________________________________________!

3. What is more important than equipment?
__________________________________________________!

2.What piece of equipment does not shoot a bullet?
__________________________________________________!

1. What are the types of equipment to use while deer hunting?
__________________________________________________!

Did You Get It?

!
!
!

4. Black powder = a firearm that does not contain everything
for a shot within the shell or round, but must have small
gunpowder to initiate the process. The main diﬀerence in this
firearm from the rifle or shotgun is that the flash (explosion) is
open so that the shooter sees all the smoke of the combustion
of the bullet leaving the gun.!

!

3. Bow/Crossbow = the bow or crossbow is both made from a
curved support with a string stretched across it to shoot an
arrow or type of sharp projectile. In most states the bow/
crossbow has the longest season, but are usually the most
diﬃcult because of the need for a close range shot.

!

2. Shotgun = a firearm that is designed to be shot from the
shoulder in a larger bore firearm causing the bullet (aka “slug”)
to go a shorter distance. The shotguns used for deer hunting
are usually “rifled” or have a slight spin inside the barrel to
improve distance and accuracy to the slug.

farther. A rifle is the preferred piece of equipment when
distance is needed.

Lesson #6

Personal Equipment
Lesson 7

“Catch for us the foxes…” Song of Solomon 2:15a (NIV)

Life Application
Personal equipment is considered to be any equipment that a hunter has on them or
packed for the hunt. This could include items such as clothing, safety items, food, and
other things. Packing the right personal equipment involves a lot of forethought and
preparation. It encourages the hunter to research the environment and think through
every aspect of the hunt.
“If you fail to plan, you plan to fail.” - anonymous
Planning is one of the most important things you can do before going on a hunt.
Simply put, those who plan will usually succeed because they have already seen
themselves do it. Leaders must think about the future (both immediate and distant) as
well as plan steps and set goals. Planning a hunt and being prepared for any
contingency will allow a better chance of success in the field and in life.

Biblical Application
Song of Songs 2:15
Catch for us the foxes,
the little foxes
that ruin the vineyards,
our vineyards that are in bloom.

Sherlock Holmes is a fictional detective created in the nineteenth century by the great
English author Arthur Conan Doyle. Recently several movies have brought this
detective back to life. Holmes had a remarkable ability to solve the most difficult
mysteries and crimes. How did he do it? In one of the stories he made this comment:
“It has long been an axiom of mine that the little things are infinitely the most important.”
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Song of Solomon 2:15 is specifically a verse that talks about how the “little foxes” (little
things) can destroy one’s love relationship, but it is a statement that applies to all of life.
The little things, like a leaky drainpipe (“Oh, it is not leaking very much water”), can
destroy a floor and everything beneath it, if not fixed. In our lives, we always have to
pay attention to the little things. Those little things include heeding your parents’ advice
and instructions. Does your mom tell you to make your bed every day? Do you do it?
Does your father tell you to lock your car whenever you park it? Do you do it? Do you
make a point to be kind to the older people you see at church or in the neighborhood?
Here is the important point. If you fail to keep track of the little things, you might go
along fine, for a while. But you never know when one of those little things that you
missed can make for a really bad day. Someone said, “The devil is in the details.”
Watch out for the details in life.

How To
In deer hunting, the hunter is exposed to the elements at all times. The hunter must
prepare and plan his/her personal equipment not only for the hunt, but for the weather
and the elements that may come with it. The hunter must be aware of what effect their
equipment will have on the hunt such as scent, noise, and even appearance.
Here are some things to remember when gathering and packing personal equipment:
1. Safety equipment – Pack all items that are needed for your safety and the safety of
other hunters. These could include safety orange clothing, climbing harness, a sheath
that secures your knife, safety kit, etc.
2. Dressing appropriately for the weather – Dress and pack for the extremes of
weather for that day, the day’s coldest and hottest temps. This includes shoes,
multiple layers, waterproof layers, and headgear.
3. Scent control – Prepare your clothing and packs for scent control. This can involve
special clothing made for scent control, special detergents and soaps to wash yourself
and your clothes. Remember that the most outer layer will need to be the most scent
controlled.
4. Extra but light – Pack and prepare more than you need for emergencies. The plan is
always to go back home at night, but sometimes that can’t happen. You always need
some food, water, a communication device, a fire starter and a flashlight. Remember…
you have to carry everything so small and light is the key.
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Did You Get It?
1.How do you prepare and pack for the weather?
Pack with the highest and lowest temperatures in mind.
2.What are the five things you always need to pack?
Food, water, communication device, fire starter and flashlight.
3. Why is it so important to pay attention to even the minor details in life?
In hunting, you never know what situation your are going to face: bad weather, the need
to make a fire, an injury. In a similar way, you never know what you are going to
encounter in your life. But if you are ready and prepared, even in the small things, you
will likely succeed.
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Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make sure that you
have all the necessary elements available to insure you are properly teaching this
section. Make sure you reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in
our sport. Having them participate will have a significant impact on their overall
experience of your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Help students identify the personal equipment items needed
for: cold weather hunt and/ or warm weather hunt through
pictures.

2. Platinum: Bring examples of the personal equipment items that would
be needed for a cold weather and/ or warm weather hunt
and have the students practice packing the items in a
backpack.
3. Titanium: Divide the students into small groups and give each group a
few of the personal equipment items listed. Practice roleplaying different survival scenarios and discuss possible
outcomes and options.
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Lesson #7

!

!

“If you fail to plan, you plan to fail.” - anonymous

In deer hunting, the hunter is exposed to the elements at
all times. The hunter must prepare and plan his/her
personal equipment not only for the hunt, but for the
weather and the elements that may come with it.

Learn It?

!

Planning is one of the most important things you can do
before going on a hunt.
Simply put, those who
plan will usually
succeed because they
have already seen
themselves do it.
Leaders must think
about the future (both
immediate and distant)
as well as plan steps
and set goals. Planning
a hunt and being
prepared for any
contingency will allow a
better chance of success in the field and in life.!

!

Personal equipment is considered to be any equipment
that a hunter has on them or packed for the hunt. This
could include items such as clothing, safety items, food,
and other things. Packing the right personal equipment
involves a lot of forethought and preparation. It encourages
the hunter to research the environment and think through
every aspect of the hunt.!

Life Application

!

“Catch for us the foxes…”
Song of Songs 2:15a (NIV)

PERSONAL EQUIPMENT

!

__________________________________________________!

3. Why is it so important to pay attention to even the minor
details in life?!

2. What are the five things you always need to have packed?
__________________________________________________!

1. How do you prepare and pack for the weather?
__________________________________________________!

Did You Get It?

4. Extra but light – Pack and prepare more than you need
for emergencies. The plan is always to go back home at
night, but sometimes that can’t happen. You always need
some food, water, a communication device, a fire starter
and a flashlight. Remember… you have to carry everything
so small and light is the key.!

!

3. Scent control – Prepare your clothing and packs for
scent control. This can involve special clothing made for
scent control, special detergents and soaps to wash
yourself and your clothes. Remember that the most outer
layer will need to be the most scent controlled.!

!

2. Dressing appropriately for the weather – Dress and
pack for the extremes of weather for that day, the day’s
coldest and hottest temps. This includes shoes, multiple
layers, waterproof layers, and headgear.!

!

1. Safety equipment – Pack all items that are needed for
your safety and the safety of other hunters. These could
include safety orange clothing, climbing harness, a sheath
that secures your knife, safety kit, etc. !

The hunter must be aware of what effect their equipment
will have on the hunt such as scent, noise, and even
appearance. Here are some things to remember when
gathering and packing personal equipment:!

Lesson #7

Field Equipment
Lesson 8

“When you come, bring the cloak…” 2 Timothy 4:13a (NIV)

Life Application
In order to have a successful hunt, a hunter must have all his/ her equipment ready.
This includes personal equipment and field equipment. Field equipment includes the
basic equipment you need to get set up in an ideal hunting position. There are three
basic forms of field equipment: a blind, a lock-on stand and a climbing stand. Each of
these plays a pivotal role in a hunter’s ability to conceal him/herself.
“Happiness is not something ready made. It comes from your own actions.”
- Dalai Lama
Every hunter has had both good and bad days in the field. It’s very easy to love hunting
when everything is going right, but it takes a true hunter and leader to stick with it when
things get tough (e.g. inclement weather, not seeing any game, or even missing a shot!)
Your actions and preparation of your field equipment will greatly help your chances of
having a “good day” in the field.

Biblical Application
2 Timothy 4:13
When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls,
especially the parchments.

When the Fellowship of the Ring set out from Rivendell, with Gandalf as their leader, the
elves of Rivendell loaded them down (or, loaded down their pack animal, Bill) with food,
cloaks for the bad weather, and an assortment of other things that would enable them to
finish their journey, or so they hoped. If you have read the books or seen the movie (or
both), you know that they had to replenish their supplies later, and that they
encountered many unexpected obstacles along the way. As we go along life’s path, we
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will have need of everyday, common sorts of things. Paul wrote to his young assistant
in the ministry in 2 Timothy (Paul’s last letter) from his prison cell in Rome. Timothy was
on his way to visit his mentor, and Paul asked that, as he passed through the town of
Troas, that he would fetch for him several simple, but needed, items. Specifically, he
asked him to get his cloak (or, coat), and some scrolls and parchments (or, books).
Paul was now old, which may be why he needed the cloak. Have you ever noticed that
your grandparents spend a lot of time talking about the weather? (Mark Twain once
said, “Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything about it.”) That
may be while Paul wanted his cloak. He also asked Timothy to bring the books he had
left there. You already have stuff in your life: a smart-phone, a tablet, some of you may
even have cars. Be a good steward of your things. Remember our lesson about the
little things? Sometimes you will also have bigger, more expensive things. Realize that
you need to care for these things because they are part of God’s blessing to you.
Thank him for them, and maintain them as those who have been entrusted.

How To
A hunter’s field equipment is important for many reasons: advantage in altitude, cover,
warmth, getting out of a deer’s sightline. Do you want to maximize your field equipment?
Follow these simple steps to make sure your gear is working optimally.
1. Follow all safety direction and guidelines for your field equipment. If it is elevated
off the ground, you need to wear an approved safety harness. Some states
require blaze orange to be seen on every side of your blind.
2. When hanging a stand, be sure to take a buddy in case of an accident.
3. Be sure to trim all branches that impede shooting lanes or the climb up the tree.
4. If using a blind be sure to cover the entire blind with close foliage around the
blind. Corn stalks and cedar saplings work great and last a long time during the
season. If you can see your blind… so can the deer! Covering the blind with
foliage helps cover scent of the blind and the hunter.
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Did You Get It?
1. What is field equipment for a hunter?
The basic equipment you need to get set up in an ideal hunting position.
2. What are the three basic forms of field equipment?
A blind, a lock-on stand and a climbing stand
3. What does any climbing stand hunter need to have when using that field type of
equipment?
A safety harness
4. Why is it important to manage the details and material blessings of life in the right
way?
These are given to us by God and are necessary for living out our lives in our
own world. Even as harnesses, blinds, camouflage and safety gear are
necessary in hunting deer, so we need clothing, food, communication equipment,
computers and many other things to manage life in the world in which we live.
Be good stewards of those things and always remember that we have nothing
that was not given to us by God.
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Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make sure that you
have all the necessary elements available to insure you are properly teaching this
section. Make sure you reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in
our sport. Having them participate will have a significant impact on their overall
experience of your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Help students identify the types of field equipment through
pictures.

2. Platinum: Bring in examples of the three types of field equipment
(blind, lock-on stand, climbing stand) and demonstrate their
use.
3. Titanium: Go outside and demonstrate the proper setup, safety
precautions and take down of the different types of field
equipment.
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Lesson #8

!

!

“Happiness is not something ready made. It comes from
your own actions.” - Dalai Lama!

A hunter’s field equipment is important for many reasons:!
advantage in altitude, cover, warmth, getting out of a deer’s

Learn It?

Every hunter has had both good and bad days in the field.
It’s very easy to love hunting when everything is going
right, but it takes a true hunter and leader to stick with it
when things get tough (e.g. inclement weather, not seeing
any game, or even missing a shot!) Your actions and
preparation of your field equipment will greatly help your
chances of having a “good day” in the field.!

!

!

4. Why is important to manage the details and material
blessings of life in the right way? !
_________________________________________!

!

3.! What does any climbing stand hunter need to have when
using that field type of equipment?!
_________________________________________!

!

2. What are the three basic forms of field equipment?!
_________________________________________!

!

1. What is field equipment for a hunter?!
_________________________________________!

!
!
Did You Get It?!
!

4.! If using a blind be sure to cover the entire blind with close
foliage around the blind. Corn stalks and cedar saplings
work great and last a long time during the season. If you can
see your blind… so can the deer! Covering the blind with
foliage helps cover scent of the blind and the hunter.!

3.! Be sure to trim all branches that impede shooting lanes or
the climb up the tree.!

2.! When hanging a stand, be sure to take a buddy in case of
an accident. !

!

1.! Follow all safety direction and guidelines for your field
equipment. If it is elevated off the ground, you need to wear
an approved safety harness. Some states require blaze
orange to be seen on every side of your blind.!

!

!

Lesson #8
sightline. Do you want to maximize your field equipment?
Follow these simple steps to make sure your gear is working
optimally. !

In order to have a successful hunt, a hunter must have all
his/ her equipment ready. This includes personal
equipment and field equipment. Field equipment includes
the basic equipment you need to get set up in an ideal
hunting position. There are three basic forms of field
equipment: a blind, a lock-on stand and a climbing stand.
Each of these plays a pivotal role in a hunter’s ability to
conceal him/herself.!

!

Life Application

!

“When you come, bring the cloak” 2 Timothy 4:13a (NIV)!

FIELD EQUIPMENT

Deer Calls
Lesson 9
	
  	
  	
  

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths,”
Ephesians 4:29a (NIV)

Life Application

	
  

We all love positive feedback. Think about it. Doesn’t it feel good to hear affirmation from
those we care about and respect? Getting a positive response for our efforts is good in
life and in deer hunting. There is nothing better than when a trophy buck responds to
your calls.
“We speak the loudest by listening.”
- John Stamper
Are there times when you feel like no one is listening to you? Do you have people in your
life who listen and give good counsel and affirmation? As a leader you have to remember
to listen and give encouragement to those who are following you. A leader will have the
affection of his or her followers and a heart for their concerns. Remember: listen to those
around you.

Biblical Application
Ephesians 4:25-32
Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for
we are all members of one body. “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down
while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. Anyone who has been
stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own
hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with
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every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other,
just as in Christ God forgave you.

Most of us talk a lot. A psychology professor at the University of California says that the
average woman says around d 20,000 words a day and the average man about 7,000
words. I guess women talk more than men, at least on the average. But even 7,000
seems like a lot of words. This lesson has to do with calling deer and so it blends in with
a little attention to what we say to one another. How do we speak to each other, what do
we say to each other, and what do we call each other. Chapters 4 and 5 of Ephesians
have to do with how we “walk,” that is, how we carry on our Christian journey. In
Ephesians 4:25-32 the Apostle Paul addresses the question of how we talk when we
walk. These are very strong words, and they are not always easy to love up to. First he
says, “Speak the truth and don’t lie.” What about little “white lies”? Paul says, “No lies!”
Wow, let that one sink in. Then he says, “If you get mad, don’t sin.” Often the sin we
commit when we get mad has to do with what we say. Someone once said, “Anger is a
condition in which the tongue works faster than the mind.” Get over it! (That is what he
means by getting happy before sunset.) After a word about stealing, he says, “Don’t let
unwholesome talk come out of your mouth.” In our time, it is hard to find a movie that is
not filled with “unwholesome words.” But don’t imitate that. Don’t be bitter, angry, or
unkind, but find ways to be helpful to other people when you speak to them. I have to tell
you, this is one of the most difficult passages in all the Bible to live out. I remember a
comedian saying once, “If you don’t have something nice to say about people, come sit
by me.” That’s kind of funny, but it is always best to be encouraging to others in lour
conversations.

How To
A key to effective deer calling is matching your calling strategy and tactics to specific
whitetail behavior at the time of year that you are hunting. You wouldn't greet everyone
at lunch shouting: "Fire!" would you? And, you wouldn't wake your family up on
Christmas morning to celebrate Easter would you? The same holds true for deer calling.
The type of call and when you use it are very important factors when calling deer.
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Listed are the three main types of calls and the basic hunting tactics that are used with
these calls.
1. Grunt - A buck’s grunt is a deeper pitch than a doe’s, but means the same thing.
The older and bigger the deer the deeper in pitch the grunt.
TACTICS: Blow one (and sometimes two) soft grunt every 15 to 20 minutes.
2. Bleat - Bleats can be translated as meaning "Here I am," and a doe typically use
them to keep her family group together and to call her fawns.
TACTICS: One to three moderately soft calls with slight pauses in between every 15 to
20 minutes.
3. Rattling - This is a short aggressive rattling sequence to possibly lure in a less
aggressive, but curious buck as well as the local dominant whitetail buck of the
area. To sound like a real fight the hunter should include sniffs, wheezes and
grunts for added effect.
TACTICS: Sparring matches can last from :05 seconds to over two minutes in length.
Add in a few soft grunts for extra realism.

Did You Get It?
1. What are three main types of calls that are used in deer hunting?
Grunting, Bleating and Rattling calls
2. How long can a sparring match last between to bucks?
From five seconds to over two minutes in length.
3. Why is important to pay attention to how we “call”?
In deer hunting different kinds of calls are appropriate in different situations. The same
is true in everyday conversations. Sometimes you have to criticize someone because
they have messed up and they need to know. But do it in an encouraging manner.
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Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make sure that you
have all the necessary elements available to insure you are properly teaching this
section. Make sure you reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in
our sport. Having them participate will have a significant impact on their overall
experience of your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Help students identify the three different types of calls
through pictures.

2. Platinum: Bring in examples of the different calls and demonstrate their
usage.
3. Titanium: Invite a veteran hunter to speak to the group about different
types of calls and when he/ she uses them.
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Lesson #9

“We speak the loudest by listening.”!
- John Stamper!

!

Listed are the three main types of calls and
the basic hunting tactics that are used with these calls.!

!

A key to effective deer calling is matching your calling
strategy and tactics to specific whitetail behavior at the time of
year that you are hunting. You wouldn't
greet everyone at lunch shouting: "Fire!"
would you? And, you wouldn't wake your
family up on Christmas morning to
celebrate Easter would you? The same
holds true for deer calling. The type of call
and when you use it are very important
factors when calling deer.!

!
Learn It?
!

Are there times when you feel like no one is listening to you?
Do you have people in your life who listen and give good
counsel and affirmation? As a leader you have to remember
to listen and give encouragement to those who are following
you. A leader will have the affection of his or her followers and
a heart for their concerns. Remember: listen to those around
you.!

!

!

We all love positive feedback. Think about it. Doesn’t it feel
good to hear affirmation from those we care about and
respect? Getting a positive response for our efforts is good in
life and in deer hunting. There is nothing better than when a
trophy buck responds to your calls. !

!

Life Application

!

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your
mouths,” Ephesians 4:29a (NIV)

CALLS

!

3. Why is it important to pay attention to how we “call”?
_________________________________________________

2. How long can a sparring match last between to bucks?
__________________________________________________

1. What are three main types of calls that are used in deer hunting?
_________________________________________________

Did You Get It?

!

3.! Rattling - This is a short aggressive rattling sequence to
possibly lure in a less aggressive, but curious buck as
well as the local dominant whitetail buck of the area. To
sound like a real fight the hunter should include sniffs,
wheezes and grunts for added effect.
TACTICS: Sparring matches can last from :05 seconds to
over two minutes in length. Add in a few soft grunts for
extra realism.!

2.! Bleat - Bleats can be translated as meaning "Here I am,"
and a doe typically use them to keep her family group
together and to call her fawns.
TACTICS: One to three moderately soft calls with slight
pauses in between every 15 to 20 minutes.!

1.! Grunt - A buck’s grunt is a deeper pitch than a doe’s, but
means the same thing. The older and bigger the deer the
deeper in pitch the grunt.
TACTICS: Blow one (and sometimes two) soft grunt
every 15 to 20 minutes.!

Lesson #9

Harvesting and Handling
Lesson 10
“He had reigned forty years over Israel” 1 Kings 2:11a (NIV)

Life Application
In many ways the work of deer hunting begins the moment you pull the trigger or release that
arrow toward your trophy deer. Now it is time to track your deer, field dress it, get it out of the
woods, and butcher it.
“It is far easier to start something than it is to finish it.”
- Amelia Earhart
It’s really easy to fall in love with everything about hunting. The research, the equipment, the
scouting, and working on food plots. It can all be a lot of fun. As soon as the trigger is pulled,
many hunters find that hunting is no longer fun, but work. This is where you can really separate
yourself by being a leader and conservationist who cares about his/ her harvest from those
who needlessly kill animals. A true leader finishes what he or she starts, even when it is hard
work.

Biblical Application
1 Kings 2:10-12
Then David rested with his ancestors and was buried in the City of David. He had reigned forty
years over Israel—seven years in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem. So Solomon sat on
the throne of his father David, and his rule was firmly established.

This passage tells of the end of the reign—and the life—of King David from the Old Testament.
He was the greatest of the Old Testament kings. In fact, many of the later kings turned out to
be really bad men who worshiped other gods rather than worshiping the Lord. If you read the
whole story of David found in 1 and 2 Samuel, you will find that he started really well and for
many years was faithful to the Lord (though not a perfect man). But then he committed several
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very awful sins, sins which cost him and the nation of Israel much grief. But when confronted
over his sin by a prophet, he genuinely repented and went back to serving the Lord. His later
years were filled with challenges and problems, some of them brought on in part by his earlier
sin, but he never again turned back from following God. At the end, he grew old and died.
The words quoted in 1 Kings are a kind of final way of saying that he served the Lord and his
people. He finished well. Finishing well is important. Sometimes students have an
assignment in school and they work hard on it, but they become bored or frustrated with the
task and just do not finish “with flying colors.” They may commit themselves to daily Bible
reading or to learning how to witness to others in a training class at church, but then they drop
away from the task. Anything really important enough to start is important enough to finish.
Baseball great Derek Jeter has said, “The last thing you want to do is finish playing or doing
anything and wish you would have worked harder.” So, whether we are talking about our
whole life, a school assignment, or a church commitment, let’s finish well.

How To
There are a lot of things that need to happen immediately after a deer is harvested. The
following steps teach the process, but you will need to talk more about this with a seasoned
hunter to learn additional techniques and methods. Handling meat in the field is artistry; it is
not something that can be easily learned from reading directions or watching online videos.
1. After the shot, remember to watch the deer as long as possible… This will help in
tracking and recovery if you know which direction it went.
2. Call a friend or mentor to come and help you track, field dress, and to get the
deer out of woods safely.
3. Track the deer by following the drops of blood, not by where you think it went
down.
4. Be sure the deer is dead before you approach it. If you are unsure, shoot it again.
5. Follow your state laws, but tag the animal before you touch or move it.
6. Field dress your deer which is removing all internal organs and blood
7. Safely remove the deer from the woods and take it to the place where you will
hang the deer or where you will butcher the deer.
8. Hang the deer outside or at a meat locker for aging of the meat.
9. Remove the hide and butcher the deer into the cuts that you want or take the
deer to a nearby processor.
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Did You Get It?
1. How can you learn the most about the methods of handling meat in the field?
By learning from a seasoned hunter.
2.
2. What should you do after you watch the deer for as long as you can?
If possible, call a friend to come help you track the deer.
3. Why is finishing well important?
In deer hunting, if you don’t track and find your kill, then you have wasted all the
time that has gone into preparation and hunting. It sometimes is hard, but it must
be done. In other tasks we take up, it is tempting sometimes not to finish or not
to finish well because many things that are worth doing are difficult.
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Sample How To’s
The How To section should be fun and exciting for each student. Make sure that you
have all the necessary elements available to insure you are properly teaching this
section. Make sure you reiterate SAFETY and the importance it has in our lives and in
our sport. Having them participate will have a significant impact on their overall
experience of your group:
Sample How To’s:
1. Gold:

Talk to the students about the techniques for recovering deer
in the woods.

2. Platinum: Show the students video of recovering deer, proper field
dressing technique and practices, if age appropriate.
3. Titanium: Invite a seasoned hunter to speak to the group about the
importance of recovery and preparation of game.
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Lesson #10

“It is far easier to start something than it is to finish it.”!
- Amelia Earhart!

!
!

There are a lot of things that need to
happen immediately after a deer is
harvested. The following steps teach
the process, but you will need to talk
more about this with a seasoned
hunter to learn additional techniques
and methods. Handling meat in the
field is artistry; it is not something that
can be easily learned from reading
directions or watching online videos.!

!
Learn It?
!

It’s really easy to fall in love with everything about hunting. The
research, the equipment, the scouting, and working on food plots. It
can all be a lot of fun. As soon as the trigger is pulled, many hunters
find that hunting is no longer fun, but work. This is where you can
really separate yourself by being a leader and conservationist who
cares about his/ her harvest from those who needlessly kill animals.
A true leader finishes what he or she starts, even when it is hard
work.!

!

!

In many ways the work of deer hunting begins the moment you pull
the trigger or release that arrow toward your trophy deer. Now it is
time to track your deer, field dress it, get it out of the woods, and
butcher it.!

!

Life Application

!

“He had reigned forty years over Israel”
1 Kings 2:11a (NIV)

Handling the Harvest

!

3.! Why is it important to finish well?
___________________________________________!

!

2.! What should you do after you watch the deer for as
long as you can?
___________________________________________!

!

1.! How can you learn the most about the methods of
handling meat in the field?
___________________________________________!

!
!
!
!
Did You Get It?!
!

1.! After the shot, remember to watch the deer as long as
possible… This will help in tracking and recovery if
you know which direction it went.!
2.! Call a friend or mentor to come and help you track,
field dress, and to get the deer out of woods safely.!
3.! Track the deer by following the drops of blood, not by
where you think it went down.!
4.! Be sure the deer is dead before you approach it. If
you are unsure, shoot it again.!
5.! Follow your state laws, but tag the animal before you
touch or move it.!
6.! Field dress your deer which is removing all internal
organs and blood!
7.! Safely remove the deer from the woods and take it to
the place where you will hang the deer or
where you will butcher the deer.!
8.! Hang the deer outside or at a meat locker
for aging of the meat.!
9.! Remove the hide and butcher the deer
into the cuts that you want or take the
deer to a nearby processor.!

Lesson #10

The Big Love
Salvation Lesson
16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life - John 3:16

Life Application
Sometimes something very small makes all the difference in the world for something
very big. Think about the rudder of a ship or a boat. In comparison to the size of the
ship, the rudder is tiny. Yet, without the rudder the ship would just go around in circles
and never get you anywhere. So, think about the verse of Scripture that we just read. It
is the most famous verse in the Bible. At NFL football games people sitting behind the
goal posts raise up banners with “John 3:16” on them when a team tries for a field goal
or extra point. Even people who have never gone to church know this verse, and they
all think they understand it, and I am sure they do, in part. But really, the verse is
attempting to tell us, with crystal clarity, one thing: that God’s love is BIG LOVE! You
know how I know? Because of the smallest word in the verse. The key to really
understanding this amazing statement is the little word “so.” “God so loved . . . that.” It
is telling us that God’s love is Big Love, and it brings the truth of that out in three simple
ways.

How To
First, God’s love is so big that he loved “the world.” Now this does not mean that God
loved the planet earth. If you read the Gospel of John you will find that John uses the
word “world” to mean the world in darkness, the world in rebellion against God—people
in rebellion against God. If you glance back at the first chapter of the Gospel, it says the
Jesus was in the world, but the world did not know him because it was all in spiritual
darkness. Do you know how big God’s love is? It is so big that he loves people who
want nothing to do with him. He loves people who hate him, or who are indifferent
toward him. That is amazing!
Second, God’s love is so big that he gave his only Son to die for that world. Fathers
love their children and would do anything to protect them. God did not protect his Son,
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but sent him to die for our sins, because that is the only way we can be saved. Jesus
came and took our sins on himself and suffered cruel torture and death so that we could
be saved and have our lives changed.
Third, God’s love is so big that it saves us from the most terrible thing that could ever
happen to us. That is what John means here when he says, “shall not perish.”
“Perishing,” here means one major thing: so that we will not die one day and spend
eternity separated from God. A famous Christian named Augustine wrote a book in 397
AD in which you will find this prayer: “Lord, you made us for yourself, and our hearts are
restless till they rest in you.” The Bible is clear that there are only two options after
death: heaven or hell. God’s love is so big that he wants everyone to be in heaven, and
not hell. And remember, that includes the “world,” people who do not like the God of the
Bible. And it includes the fact that the only way to get them to heaven is through letting
his only Son be killed for us.

Did You Get It?
1. How does God demonstrate His love toward us? God’s love is so big that he
gave his only Son to die for a corrupt and sinful world. 	
  
2. How can we experience God’s love? Tucked away in this verse is the one truth
that will get you connected to God’s Big Love: Believe in Jesus! Trust in him to
be your Savior. Then you can bask in the warm glow of God’s love for life and
eternity.
3. What now? You can simply pray and ask God to forgive you and become the
Lord and Savior of your Life.

Close this session and get ready to hand out your Certificate of Achievement to the
students.
***Please follow up with anyone that indicates that they accepted Christ and
insure they understand the decision they have made and their next steps as a
follower of Christ.
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This certifies that

ACHIEVEMENT

DATE

SOE LEADER

This certificate has been awarded for the completion of all steps
contained within the Student Outdoor Experience Deer Hunting
requirements to include all safety and how-to sections.

of

C E RT I F I C AT E !

